CHAPTER III

&NUND ROW GUTKOWAft   *

TSE death of the Muharaja Gowind Row Gmkowar having
occurred after midnight, on the 19th of September, 1800,
Babajee Appajee andMeer Kumal-ood-deen Khan, the principal
military officers present, joined with the two great bankers,
Mungul Pareekh and Samul Bechur, who held the Arab mer-
cenaries m dependence, to effect a settlement of affairs Early
in the morning the ladies of the family were all assembled, and
Ghena Baee, the widow of the Muhar&ja, a Jhala Rajpoot lady
of the house of Lugtur, declared her intention of burning with
the corpse of her husband From this step she was, however,
dissuaded by the officers who assured her, taking oaths to that
effect on the Koran or m Hindoo modes, that they were deter-
mined to maintain the honor and influence which she enjoyed
during the life-time of her husband The corpse of Gowind
Row was now earned to the funeral pyre, and Anund Row, his
eldest legitimate son, commenced his reign Rowjee Appajee,
the late Gowmd Row's minister, soon after arrived from
Ahmedabad, and resumed the administration of affairs The
minister's first endeavour was to prevail upon the bankers and
officers to take means for restraining the ambition of Kanhojee
Row, an illegitimate son of the late raja, whom he accused of
having already raised disturbances m the life-time of his father
This proposition was not, however, assented to, and, soon
after, Kanhojee Row, with the aid of some of the officers who
adhered to his party, made himself master of the government,
and of the person of his brother, Anund Row Guikowar The
tyrannical disposition of Kanhojee now had full opportunity
for exhibiting itself He conducted himself with so much
violence towards all the officers of the government, and with
so much contempt, if not actual seventy, towards the Raja

1 We depend henceforth upon bardic authority, and upon the unpub
liahed papers in the Record Boom at the East India House, in London.